
The school system in Germany (Rheinland-Pfalz) 
 

In Germany there are 16 federal states. School and education are a matter of the federal states. 
Therefore, there are 16 different school systems in Germany! Some of it is in fact equal, however the 
names can still differ. 

In some federal states (for example, Bremen and Schleswig-Holstein) special schools were abolished 
many years ago, in others we still have them. 
Meanwhile, in all countries inclusion is promoted and the federal states must deliver this.  
How they do this is again their business and will be different again. 

To understand the current school system, which now has been built up gradually for several 
years, it helps to have a look at the former system: 
Until some years ago there were (highly simplified): 

• Kindergarten (age 3 to 6 years) 
• Elementary School (grades 1-4) 

• secondary school (grades 5-9) -> Secondary School Graduation -> "simple" occupations 
• Realschule (grades 5-10) -> high-school degree -> "medium" professions 

• High School (grades 5-13) -> Abitur (bacalaureat) -> enables to study at university  
Around this were (and are) countless offers for further qualification. 

It was also possible to easily switch between the many different types of schools. 
 
However, it was criticized: 

1. Too early separation into different training courses (after the 4th class)! 
2. Social injustice (workers -> main school employees -> Realschule, academics -> Gymnasium) 

3. The secondary school thereby developed into a "school for he rest" -> bad image, 
poor chances in jobs  

 
Therefore, this system has been / is being "remodeled" in Rheinland-Pfalz like this : 

 



Kindergarten / daycare: 

From the age of ca.1,5 years children may (but don´t have to) attend daycare. In Rheinland-Pfalz this is 
free. 

Primary school: 

Then all children attend primary school from class 1 to 4. (But in Berlin primary school is from 1 to 6). 

In the 4th grade a recommendation for further schooling is given by the teacher, but parents can still 
choose freely where they want their child to proceed. 

Special schools: 

If the child was conspicuous and there was found a „special need“ the child will attend either one of the 
specialized schools or if the parents wish so attend a regular school. 

Meanwhile, there are also regular schools where special needs teachers work ( "focus schools"). 
The special needs children are there included in regular classes. 

Onleading / secondary schools: 

Although children still leave after the 4th grade to a secondary school, these secondary schools now 
offer several accounts.  
In addition in the 5th and 6th grade the children will stay together in their class. 

Realschule plus: 

Here you can leave school after 9th grade with the degree "Berufsreifeprüfung" (formerly „Hauptschul-
Abschluss“) or after the 10th grade with the "secondary education 1" (formerly „Realschul-Abschluss“). 

Integrierte Gesamtschule (IGS)  ≈ Comprehensive school: 

This type of school is highly flexible and offers all types of levels and degrees, even leading to the 
„Abitur“ (after which you can study at university). 
Students stay together up to 9th class and can leave after 9th, 10th, 12th or 13th class with different 
degrees. Bettinas school (IGS Rheinzabern) is one of these. 

Gymnasium: 

Here little has changed. In some states the time until the Abitur was shortened to 8 instead of 9 years. 

All-day schools: 

In Rheinland-Pfalz some schools still end at 1 pm, but most schools have been extended to all-day 
schools from 8 am to 4 pm. But even at these schools parents can chose if they want their kids to go 
home at 1 pm.  
There are 2 forms of all-day schools: a.) The time for learning is distributed over the entire school day.  
b.) Working groups / clubs are added after the normal classes. 

Flexibility / permeability: 

One main feature of the old and the new system is its high flexibility and permeability. 
Similar to a bus route map one can practically come from anywhere to anywhere! 
With the same degrees now being offered at several school types you can easily switch between the 
types of schools. 
In vocational training there are countless offers and other types of schools for further qualification. 

Working hours: 

The school will begin at approximately 8 am and end at all-day schools at about 4 pm. 
One lesson hour is 45 minutes. 
Teachers are usually officials of the federal state and here have to teach 27hours per week. 

 

Retirement: 

Previously 65 years was the age for retirement. The models to leave about 5 years earlier have run out. 
According to a new law, all who were born after 1963 have to work until the age of 67. 

(Bettina and I were lucky :-)) 


